EDENDERRY
CULTURAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Chairman James S Kane


PRESS RELEASE
Major Wade Event for Portadown

The Edenderry Cultural & Historical Society (ECHS) in  Portadown have been successful in obtaining major funding of £43k to research the history of the former Wade Pottery factory in Portadown.

Following a highly successful promotional exhibition in High Street Mall last June the Historical Society applied and was granted funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Research work has now started and anyone who wishes to contribute to the project should contact either Cardwell McClure  tel 38333988 or Harry Eakin tel 38350087. There is also information available on the website www.wadeireland.co.uk
Details of the Wade Ireland exhibition have just been released and the Millennium Court Arts Centre in Portadown has agreed to stage the event for 2 months starting in August next year.  Megan Johnston, manager of the Millennium Court Arts Centre, said that she was delighted to host the event and believed the exhibition would attract large numbers of visitors.
Wade is the most collectable item in the world to-day and demand for the products is phenomenal said Harry Eakin a Senior Wade Researcher for the project.  “It is estimate that there are 15,000 Wade collectors in the world to-day. Interest in the exhibition has been expressed from Canada, America, Australia, United Kingdom and Ireland. The Edenderry Historical Society has already received enquiries from these counties and expects a good number of foreign visitors to visit the town during the exhibition.”

A book is to be published on the history of the factory including a list of all known employees and a reference sections of all products manufactured in the Portadown factory. Most of the books will be distributed worldwide but 500 copies will be available during the exhibition for the local market at a nominal price.

The Wade factory was opened in Watson Street in 1947 in an old Linen Mill and made products such as insulators for the telephone industry but in 1953 with the coronation of Queen Elizabeth giftware products were produced. The giftware proved to be an 

outstanding success and items such as Nat West Pig moneyboxes and the small Whimsies made Wade famous throughout the world. Irish Wade made in Portadown has 

a distinctive blue/green colour and was discovered by accident but proved to be a winner for the factory.

Mr Cardwell McClure, senior Wade researcher said that they are gathering information and articles of the history, products and employees from across the town. The ECHS see the event as great opportunity to put Portadown on the tourist map. The Northern Ireland Tourist Board fully supports the project.

The society has obtained support from the Mayor of Craigavon and the MP for the area. The people of Portadown are proud of its Wade history.  Portadown people such as James Borsley sr and his son James Borsey Jn played a significant part as designers in the factory. Many fine Wade pieces bare their signature along with William Harper, D. S. Nelson and Raymond Piper.
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